Baltimore Complete Streets Manual: Curbside Management Section:

Prioritizing Curbspace by Street Type

An important subset of prioritizing right-of-way to reflect the modal priority of the street and
community environment is the use of the curb space realm. The function and demands at the curb vary
greatly depending on the street’s role within a Complete Streets network as well as the community it
serves. For example, streets within a mixed-use community have curbside demands for short-term on-
street parking, commercial loading, shared mobility docking, and transit stops. In addition, cities are
adding modal priority curb running lanes such as transit priority lanes and protected bike lanes.

Implementing these multimodal improvements at the curb require coordination beyond the parking /
curbside management division within an organization. The curbside management planning and
operations should include transportation planning, transit planning and operations, engineering /
design, traffic operations, street maintenance, and enforcement staff. Equally important is establishing a
partnership with advocates, local residents and business owners.

When sufficient space does not exist to implement a Complete Street typical cross section, three
elements of the street’s cross section should be considered when evaluating curb space needs — defined
as the curb space realm:

1. Sidewalk Furnishing Subzone: this area contains transit stop infrastructure, space for
commercial loading, bicycle and micromobility corrals, raised cycle tracks, and parking meters. It may
also provide space for vending truck access and outdoor seating.

2. Curbspace: right-of-way reserved for emergency access, docking and parking.

3. Curb Running Travel Lane: this travel lane can be open for all modes or restricted to priority
modes for uses such as bicycle lanes, transit priority lanes (including stations / stops), or off-set parking.




The following section offers a method to convey modal priorities and policies to the curb space realm.
The method is best applied when jurisdictions identify street types in addition to street functional
classifications so that the street function and community setting are aligned with the modal priority of a
street section.

A curb space realm prioritization table represents a method to assign modal priorities based on the
street function, community setting, and Complete Streets network designation. The table guides modal
priority decisions related to allocating limited right-of-way.

The table below prioritizes these three portions of the street right-of-way based on Street Type and
modal priority (when designated). When right-of-way is limited, this table aligns the use of the space
with City’s priorities balancing adequate sidewalk space, on-street parking, commercial loading, on-
street bicycle / micromobility facilities, and transit priority lanes based on the street’s function and
purpose in the community.

Each street type includes a set of default priorities as well as changes in the priorities when the street
has a modal priority and / or specific demands such as commercial loading.

This table guides the designer in allocating limited right-of-way as it pertains to Complete Streets
demands at the curb.

The Furnishing Zone

Curbspace Management Subzone
Curbside Lane Subzone

Default

Bicycle Network (Protected)
Transit Priority Network

Truck Route

Commercial Loading
On-street Time Restricted Parking
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Default

Bicycle Network

Transit Network

Commercial Loading

On-street Time Restricted Parking
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Default

Bicycle Network (Protected)

Transit Network

Commercial Loading

On-street Time Restricted Parking

Default
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Bicycle Network

Transit Network

Default

N/A

Bicycle Network

N/A

N/A

N/A




Transit Network

N/A

N/A

N/A

Commercial Loading

N/A

N/A

N/A

Default

Bicycle Network

Transit Network

Truck Route

Commercial Loading
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Default

Bicycle Network

Transit Network (Limited)

Default

Bicycle Network

Transit (Priority) Network

Truck Route

Commercial Loading
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Default

Bicycle Network

Transit Network




Default

Bicycle Network

Transit Network

Commercial Loading
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